
Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish Council Meeting 
October 20th, 2022 6:30 pm 

 
Roll Call 

● Present: Fr. Ross Tozzi, Molly Eckert, Thomas Vorderbruggen, Anna Moulton, 
Molly Murphy, Elizabeth Crail, Erik Dukes, Lourdes Bernal 

● Excused: Jim LaFerriere, Jim Villano, Barb Fenessy 
 

Opening Prayer: Fr. Ross 
 
Review of prior minutes 
 
Fr. Ross presents first topic of discussion:  

● Proposition from Fr. Jaime to change Spanish mass start time to accommodate travel time 
from Nenana to allow his participation each week 

○ It was determined the current Spanish mass time is favorable, as it is pre-
established and other Spanish-speaking priests are available to cover the mass 

○ Suggestion was made to poll the congregation  
 
Livestreaming 

● 2 potential volunteers were found to assist with the mass livestreaming process.  
 
Youth Oratory 

● Councilman Erik Dukes shared the reception of the oratory being held for youth and 
families, extremely positive reception. 

● Various engagement classes each week have been a success in providing activities for the 
children and ties into the various sacramental classes. 

● Likewise, it has been a good for the Sisters to assist with the religious formation of the 
youth.  

● Discussion was held to use the oratory to help encourage participation for altar serving.  
 
Engaged Encounter 

● A number of couples have signed up for the engaged encounter in preparation for 
matrimony 

● Fr Piotr, Fr Ross, Fr Gerardus and the Carolyn Dukes will offer several talks at the 
encounter 

● The next engaged encounter will be February 17-19. 
 
Rosary Congress 

● Council chair Elizabeth Crail shared positive reception of the Corpus Cristi procession. 
Suggestion was made to establish the procession as an annual event.  



● In November, planned speakers from the USCCB will arrive in the dioceses to host talks, 
one speaker in Fairbanks and another in the villages as part of the Eucharistic Revival. 
The Cathedral will host a talk with adoration Nov 10th from 7-9pm. 

● Discussion was held among council about the possibility of a Teaching Mass to assist 
with awareness and help drive interest in Mass participation.  

○ Suggestions were made to have different Teaching Masses for different 
demographics  

○ Concerns were shared about the extended length of holding a Teaching Mass.  
■ Suggestion to announce disclaimers in prior week announcements about 

purpose and time of the Teaching Masses to compensate for this. 
○ Suggestions were shared to offer Teaching session alongside a dinner to increase 

participation.  
 
Adoration 

● Adoration is being held from 3-4pm every Saturday afternoon, and Thursday from 8am-
12pm, as listed in the weekly bulletin 

● Suggestion was made to provide educational explanation on the purpose and concept of 
Adoration to help increase attendance. 

 
Lenten Activities & Advent 

● Discussion was shared regarding methods to reinvigorate activities during Lent 
○ Consideration made to re-implement schedule of Mass, Meals, then Stations of 

the Cross.  
○ Suggestion to hold talks regarding death & dying 

● Discussion made about implementing similar activities during Advent season  
○ Suggestion to implement Jesse Tree - had previously been done as part of 

religious education 
○ Suggestion to hold a rotating-item charity drive (or a reverse Advent Calendar) to 

assist with the needs of the soup kitchen 
 
Sound system 

● Concerns were shared about the integrity of the cathedral’s sound system 
● Discussion regarding replacing the sound system as a future endeavor or possibly 

replacing portions of equipment, such as mics.  
● Discussion about prior attempts to implement sound system that benefited those hard of 

hearing - the system previously attempted was not effective in its designed purpose.  
 
Closing Prayer: Fr. Ross 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 


